We create radical theatre, placing
access at the heart of our work.
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Who we are

Graeae: A force for change in
world-class theatre

Vision

To create world-class accessible theatre, breaking down
barriers and challenging preconceptions by placing Deaf,
Disabled and neurodivergent artists centre stage.

Mission

Graeae’s mission is to ignite artistic curiosity, pioneer a
radical dramatic language, champion accessibility and
provide a platform and opportunities for new generations of
Deaf, Disabled and neurodivergent artists, locally, nationally
and internationally, through the creation of trail-blazing
theatre.

Values

Graeae is a disabled-led human rights company, founded on
the need to tackle social injustice, discrimination and
exclusion. It is fuelled by the pursuit of inclusion, access and
artistic excellence and champions Deaf, Disabled and
neurodivergent people in the creative industry.



Our History

Graeae was founded in 1980 by Nabil Shaban and Richard
Tomlinson. Their shared vision was to dispel images of
defencelessness, together with prejudices and popular myths,
around disabled people through theatre, workshops and
training.

By May 1980, a company of disabled performers was
established to perform the first ever Graeae play Sideshow.

Since then, Graeae has achieved an international reputation
as a pioneer of accessibility in world-class theatre, with the
original impetus of its founders still at its very core.






Not only does Graeae produce outstanding theatre, but the
company delivers extensive training programmes and
opportunities for aspiring and established actors, directors
and writers. Additionally, Graeae inspires and leads best
practice - creating, supporting and advising on the
development of accessible environments for all theatre
lovers, everywhere.

Based at Bradbury Studios in Hackney, East London, it is no
surprise that Graeae’s home sets the benchmark for
inclusive practice. The award-winning building, the first of its
kind in the UK, has creative access at the core of its design.

We are often asked how Graeae is pronounced, we
appreciate it may not be obvious, so we are happy to share
the correct pronunciation: “grey-eye”.



Graeae and Access

Graeae is committed to inclusive working practice for the
artists and staff with whom we work, and an accessible
theatrical experience for our audiences.

For each project and working situation, we provide bespoke
access solutions e.g. arranging access at venues for
productions and workshops, coordinating access support, or
arranging adaptive technology to facilitate the creative
process.

Graeae is committed to pioneering and evolving the
‘aesthetics of access’, continually exploring new ways to
weave in layers of accessibility and communication (such as
BSL interpretation and audio description). The ‘aesthetics
of access’ is now a recognised signature characteristic
across Graeae productions.

Access is a basic right and requirement, a continually
evolving methodology that enhances the theatrical and
professional landscape; accessibility enables theatre
practitioners and audiences to create, engage with and
enjoy our work.



Looking to the future

Graeae’s 2026-28 national strategy opens up the cultural
landscape for disabled artists, participants and audiences
countrywide.

We have a battalion of allied arts venues and training partners
working with us to dismantle the barriers faced by
independent artists by building connections with theatres, arts
organisations and training providers, establishing the next
generation of arts leaders.

The strategy will deepen our engagement with our community
by delivering a lush, intersectional, disabled-led tapestry of art
and culture and bold, radical, creatively-stimulating theatre.



The collaboration with trusted partners nationally, particularly
on projects such as The Wedding Fair (Derby Theatre) and 12
Letters to My Name (Sheffield Theatres) is focussed on
delivering a cohesive pathway to culture for disabled people
as artists, participants and audiences.

Disabled artists, throughout their journey, will have the
opportunity to ignite, connect and hone their craft - in
London (particularly in Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets and
Waltham Forest) and across the UK.






Nurture talent: work with
national partners to open
up the arts for disabled
artists at all experience
levels. Create new
environments for theatre-
makers to thrive and build
independence.

Promote excellent
governance and
leadership across the
company, the theatre
sector and other
businesses. Open up
routes to leadership roles.

Explore new creative
horizons: by scrutinising
our practice and exploring
new processes and by
representing a greater
diversity of voices on
stage.



Artist Development

Administrator
Job Description

Graeae’s Artist Development programmes are focussed on
providing mentoring, online career development workshops,
bursaries and networking opportunities. The next 18 months is
an exciting time for the team to build on the work of our
Beyond programme and create more platforms and
opportunities for Deaf, Disabled and neurodivergent artists to
take their work and careers further.

Find out more about our Beyond programme.



https://graeae.org/project/beyond-graeaes-bespoke-artist-development-programme/

Job Purpose

To support the Artist Development Manager in the
delivery of Graeae’s national artist development
programme, working closely with artists, practitioners,
and arts organisations.

Line Manager: Artist Development Manager (ADM)
Responsible for: None

Job Role

- Ensure effective, accurate and smooth administration of
Graeae’s artist development strands, including the Beyond
programme

- Coordinate the financial administration of the programmes,
ensuring projects stay within pre-agreed budgets

- Work alongside the ADM to engage with and uphold best
practice approaches to inclusive delivery and accessible
practices

- Support the ADM to set up artistic consultations with artists
wishing to develop their careers through Beyond, Beyond
Online or Beyond Develop

- Provide administrative support for activities and resources,
for example diary management, travel arrangements and
accommodation for artists and ADM

- Working alongside the ADM and Marketing Team to promote
artist development projects






Artist Development

Administrator
Person Specification

Essential

- Identify as Deaf, Disabled or neurodivergent under the Social
Model of Disability or have an in-depth understanding and
appreciation of access barriers to working in the arts, as well
as how these barriers may be addressed

- Passion for the development of talent in the arts

- Experience maintaining effective, accurate administrative
systems including budgeting and databases

- Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written. (NB
Graeae recognises that this can be achieved by various means,
e.g. through a third party communicator)

. Ability to self-motivate, organise and prioritise workload

- Excellent IT skills across a range of PC based software
packages including Microsoft Word, Outlook and Excel

- Experience in problem solving both creatively and
pragmatically

- An understanding of the importance of confidentiality and
basic understanding of GDPR policies

- Understanding of and commitment to equal opportunities, as
outlined in the Equality Act 2010






Summary of main terms

and conditions of service

Contract

This is a part time (21 hours per week) fixed term contract of
18 months.

Salary
The salary offered is £16,500 per annum pro rata (£27,500
FTE) and is payable monthly.

Hours

This is a part-time post of 21 hours per week, plus one hour
for lunch. Graeae's opening hours are 8.30am - 6.30pm. Hours
are flexible within that period, but must be agreed in advance
with your line manager.

Occasional evening and weekend work as well as over-night
stays away from the company base in London is required.
There is no overtime payable but time off in lieu (TOIL) of
hours worked may be taken in negotiation with line manager.









How to apply:
There are two ways to apply:

1. CV and Covering Letter
- Your CV should be a 2-4 page PDF.

It should be relevant & tailored to the role.

Please include at least 2 references.

Your covering letter should contain a personal
statement of no more than 8090 words on why you are
applying for this role.

It should reference the job description and person
specification.

2. Application form and personal statement

Application form available on the Graeae website.

Your personal statement should be no longer than
800 words.

It should reference the job description and person
specification.

Accessible versions of all forms available on the
Graeae website.




We will also ask you to complete an Equal
Opportunities Monitoring Form.

Each application will need to come with a personal
statement. You may submit this in written format, by
video, sound file or in any other manner that is
accessible to you.

Once complete, please send your application to
jobs@graeae.org.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 10am,
Monday 15 June 2026. Short-listed candidates will
be invited for interview on week commencing 13 July
2026.

Costs incurred in writing your application:

e We will cover access costs (including access
worker, BSL interpreter, and formatting assistance)
if agreed in advance. Please e-mail
vicky@graeae.org.

If called to interview, we will cover travel costs into
London if agreed in advance. Please e-mail
susanne@graeae.org.



mailto:jobs@graeae.org
mailto:vicky@graeae.org
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Tel: 0207 613 6900
Email: info@graeae.org
graeae.org
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